
THE TARIFF ON INSTRUMENTS, BOOKS, AND
DRUGS.

The New York Neurological Society has re-
fused to indorse the resolution of the Georgia
Medical Society requesting the removal of the
tariff on medical books, surgical instruments, and
drugs. As the Neurological Society contains a

large number of believers in tariff reduction, their
action must have been dictated by the best inter-
ests of the profession. It is easy to see on what
grounds they opposed this resolution, originally
offered as a piece of buncombe merely. While a

tax remains on the raw material the removal of
the tariff on instruments discriminates against the
American instrument-maker, and must ultimately
raise the price of instruments. Furthermore, un-
der existing circumstances, a surgeon who desires
an instrument can have it made by a maker at his
door. If the tariff on instruments be swept away
without removing the tariff on raw material, the
instrument-maker's trade is destroyed, and the
surgeon must import his instruments. The fact
that the members of the New York Society are

greater importers of books and instruments than
those of the Georgia Medical Society, renders
their action peculiarly significant.—Medical Stand¬
ard.

As off-setting this action of the New York
Neurological Society, the Medical Society of the
County of New York passed resolutions urging
upon Congress the repeal of the import duty on

medicines, medical and surgical appliances, and
everything used in the treatment and diagnosis
of disease. Attention was called to this action
of the Medical Society of the County of New
York in The Journal of April 7, though the
Medical Standard seems to have found it conven¬
ient to overlook what the larger and more impor¬
tant Society, composed of general practitioners as

well as specialists, has done. While the Stand¬
ard claims that it is easy to see on what grounds
the Neurological Society opposed the resolution
of the Georgia State Medical Society, it, how¬
ever, has failed to see what is so visible. The N.
Y. Neurological Society took the ground, when
it refused to endorse the resolutions of the Geor¬
gia Society, that the charges against native instru¬
ment-makers were too intemperate and sweeping.
The Neurological Society said nothing about ' ' dis¬
crimination against the American instrument-
maker." Nor did the Neurological Society ad¬
vance the entirely original and very unique opinion
that the removal of the tariff on instruments would
' ' ultimately raise the price of instruments. ' '

When the Medical Standard says that the reso¬

lutions of the Georgia Medical Society were
' ' originally offered as a piece of buncombe mere¬

ly, ' ' it offers a gratuitous, unmerited, and entirely
uncalled for insult to a scientific body of gentlemen
whose time and lives are being spent in the inter¬
ests of humanity. As medical men what have
we to do with the instrument-makers' trade as

compared with the health, comfort, and lives of
sick people ? Admitting that the members of the
Neurological Society import more books and in¬
struments than those of the Georgia Medical So¬
ciety, do they import more than the members of
the New York County Medical Society ? Again, if
the action of the Neurological Society ' ' must
have been dictated by the best interests of the
profession," why did the members reject that por¬
tion of the resolutions referring to books and
drugs, because the charges against instrument-
makers were too intemperate and sweeping? In¬
strument-makers do not import drugs and books.

In this connection we beg to call attention to
the following, from the Medical Record of July 28:
In a speech on tariff reform delivered by Hon.
Ashbel P. Fitch, of New York, a letter was read
from a New York pathologist, in which he said,
among other things : " For my microscope I sent
to Jena, where are made the best instruments for
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my work. At the factor}' it cost $94 ; to get it
out of the custom-house 40 per cent. more. Later
I sent for an oil immersion lens, and paid $80 at
the factory, 40 per cent, more at the custom-house.
Hermann Katsch, of Berlin, makes an instrument
called a microtome, for cutting infinitely thin sec¬

tions or shavings from the surface of a piece of an

organ of the body, hardened in alcohol. Herr
Katsch is the only man in the world who makes
this particular variety of the instrument. To
prepare a section thin enough for careful study
under the high powers of the microscope this
mechanism is necessary. To get this microtome
from the custom-house I had to wait two weeks
and pay a duty of 40 per cent, on its factory price.
The celebrated Dr. Koch, of Berlin, published a

report of the cholera commission, conducted under
the auspices of the Government. At most, twenty
men in this country could require this work, and
they must needs pay 25 per cent, duty to get it
from the custom-house after paying its publisher's
price and freight.1 What use could this report
be to these scientists ? To aid them in maturing
methods of recognizing the disease when it ap¬
peared on shipboard in our harbors ; to devise
means to suppress it ; to protect the country. It
was to the expert work of one such scientist that
the city of New York must give its gratitude that
a certain steamship just developing cholera among
its steerage passengers was detained at quarantine
and the city escaped overwhelming infection. For
Koch's report he paid 25 per cent, duty, and never

received anything from the city or Government.
When we look up from our laboratory tables, mi¬
croscopes, microtomes, and alcohol—taxed to suf¬
focation—and read in the papers of the United
States Treasury filled to suffocation, we reflect
that our scientific work takes much time, brings
no money return, increases our outgoes, and has
not even the encouragement of the Government
nor laity."

THE TREATMENT BY EXCISION OF MASSES OF
SCROFULOUS GLANDS.

While scrofulous glands do not, as a rule,
attain a large size, and generally suppurate within
reasonable limits as to dimensions, discharging
externally either spontaneously or from surgical
interference, they occasionally continue to grow,

become the seats of deposits, infect one another,
and gradually increase in size until they form
large masses, of a pound or more in weight.
These large masses interfere with the circulation,
and by pressure on the trachea sometimes also
with respiration. When left to nature these cases

tend to a fatal termination, and the only method
of dealing with them satisfactorily, says Mr.
Wm. Knight Treves, or with benefit to the pa-
tient, is by excision. "For many years," he
says, " I left such cases alone, trying for months,
and even years, every drug treatment that has
ever been recommended, without in any instance,
witnessing a favorable result. In fact, anyone
who has seen a number of these glands after they
have heen excised and cut open will readily ap-
preciate the futility of drugs in such cases."

In the Lancet of July 21, Mr. Trêves records 9
cases of enlarged and indurated glands treated by
excision, and with good results in all the cases.

Some of the cases had been going on for six,
seven, or eight years, and had attained considera¬
ble size. Since there is a uniform want of suc¬

cess in the treatment of such enlarged glands by
any other than surgical measures, is it not best
that glandular swellings be treated as any other
tumors or morbid growths, and be excised or

scooped if found to be not amenable to other
treatment within a reasonable time ? A large
proportion of these glands, and perhaps all of
them in a given case are found to contain masses

of caseated material ; these masses are extra-
vascular, are thrown out from the tissues, and are

no more likely to be affected by drugs than a

loose sequestrum, says Mr. Trêves. He has tried
the plan of excising such portions as were soften¬
ing, and scooping out the contents, but this plan
was found to be no better than the expectant one,
and entailed a number of openings, a number of
suppurating cavities that could not readily con¬

tract and heal on account of their surroundings
and condition. It has been found, too, that after
excising and scooping some of the glands, others
that have not previously softened gradually break
down, the cellular tissue inflames and becomes
brawny, hectic continues, and the patient may
die, worn out by the chronic blood-poisoning or

from pulmonary or other complications.
For enlargements of moderate size scooping with

good drainage may answer very well, but not for
the cases of very large glands. Limited scooping1 Amounting in all to $11.00.\p=m-\Editor The Journal.
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